Second Sunday after Christmas Day

January 5, 2020

8:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Please observe silence before the service for prayer and meditation, so that all may prepare heart and mind
for worship. All mobile telephones, pagers and electronic devices with audible alarms should be
turned off prior to the service.

THE RT. REV. LARRY BENFIELD, BISHOP

www.StMarksJonesboro.org

Welcome to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, we are so glad you are here! Please complete a Visitor
card and place it in the offering plate. St. Mark’s is a traditional church for contemporary people
and we believe that God’s love is for everyone. This is an open-minded congregation where we
actively seek, question and wonder about our faith. We also believe that we are the hands of
Christ, and mission work within our community is a vital part of what we do here.
AN OPEN TABLE
All are welcome to receive communion here. If you need a gluten-free wafer, please let the
minister know when you are at the altar rail.
SUNDAY WORSHIP FOR CHILDREN
Liturgy of the Word for Children is held at 10 a.m. for children ages 4 through 5th grade. Children
process out during the first hymn and return from the chapel during the Peace (under 30 minutes).
Also we invite all children to bring a food donation during the offering each week.
FORMATION FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH Children in kindergarten through 6th grade meet from 6
p.m - 7 p.m. every Wednesday for snacks and fellowship, then split up by age. Youth in grades 7-12
meet every Sunday at 4:30pm.
NURSERY SERVICES
The nursery is located in the short hallway between the Narthex and the Parish Hall. Nursery is
provided for children birth through age 3 from 9:30 am to 11:30 a.m. The friendly, two-room
nursery suite is staffed by a wonderful group of compassionate caregivers who are church members
and mothers, too!
RESTROOMS
Are located to the left of the main entrance, through the Parish Offices door.
COFFEE BAR
In between the services, enjoy a cup of coffee at our coffee bar, located in the front left corner of
the Narthex. Additional church information about our ministries and upcoming events can be
found there as well.
OUR SERVICES
SUNDAY

Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Sundays (Nave)
EYC- 4:30pm
Sung Compline Service at 6:30 p.m. Sundays (John Roberts Chapel)
WEDNESDAY *Christian Ed 6-7pm
DIGITAL BULLETINS AND WI-FI ACCESS
Digital bulletins are available; to download please visit http://stmj.us. Free Wi-Fi is available
throughout the building.

THE WORD OF GOD
All stand as the cross enters.

Priest:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: A
 nd blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
The Celebrant says
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Celebrant and people say

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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Priest:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Priest:
Let us pray.
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of
human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to
share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LESSONS
FIRST LESSON A reading from Jeremiah 31:1-17
Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief
of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, "Save, O Lord, your people, the
remnant of Israel." See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and
gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let
them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I
have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. Hear the word of the
Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, "He who scattered
Israel will gather him,and will keep him as a shepherd a flock. "For the Lord has
ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall
come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the
goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the
flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never
languish again. Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men
and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them,
and give them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my
people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 84

Quam dilecta!

Read responsively by whole verse

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh
rejoice in the living God.
2 The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she may lay
her young; *
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
6 They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.
7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
hearken, O God of Jacob.
8 Behold our defender, O God; *
and look upon the face of your Anointed.
SECOND LESSON A Reading from Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before
the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined
us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure
of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the
Beloved. I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the
saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in
my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe.
Lector:
People:

T
 he Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL

Matthew 2:1-12

Priest: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king
of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for
so it has been written by the prophet: `And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are
by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is
to shepherd my people Israel.'" Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and
learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.
Priest:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON

The Rev. Holly Ostlund

THE NICENE CREED
Celebrant and People
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified
underPontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in
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accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to
come.  Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM VI
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In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Larry, our Bishop, and Jon, Katherine and Matthew,
our seminarians; and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence
Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
The Celebrant concludes with a collect.
CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION
The celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor
Celebrant and people
Most merciful God, we confess that we
have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole
heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as
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ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

the Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.
GREETINGS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE BIRTHDAY PRAYER  Celebrant and People
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they
begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their
trust in your goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

People:

THE HOLY COMMUNION
All things come of thee O Lord and of thine own have we given thee.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The people remain standing.
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS
Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for [all] for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us
to that heavenly country where, with Mark and all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior has taught us we are bold to say,
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
A period of silence is kept.
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
All are invited to share in the bread and wine of holy communion. To receive the bread, place one hand in
the other with palms up and extend them to the minister distributing the bread.
To receive the wine, please assist the minister with the cup, grasping the base and guiding the cup to your
lips; or you may dip the bread in the cup. If you choose not to receive the bread or the wine
but instead receive a blessing, cross your arms over your chest.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
The priest blesses the people, saying
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you
with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Priest: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

SAVE THE DATE
January 25: 53nd Annual Pancake Day Breakfast and Book and Bake Sale
January 26: Annual Meeting and Potluck
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays
01/05 Robin Dauer
01/06 Caleb Worlow
01/07 Ashlyn Holland-Moore

01/07 Dennis Zolper
01/09 Greta Grace Troutt

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Vestry Elections
St. Mark's has four vestry members ending their terms in January, and will need to elect
four new members. The vestry functions as the leadership council of the church, caring
for facilities upkeep, financial endeavors, and church policies. Serving on the vestry can be
a very fulfilling way to offer your gifts of creativity and service to our St. Mark's
community. We are looking for positive, dependable folks who are passionate about St.
Mark's to run for vestry at our annual meeting in January. If you are interested or would
like to nominate someone, please call or email the church office.
Annual Meeting and Potluck - Will be Sunday, January 26, 2020 – following the 10:00
am service.
Helping Neighbors Food Pantry Thank you for all of your donations this year!
keep up the good work!
ECW St. Mark’s family and friends- Please start saving and gathering your books,
games, videos, DVD's, and puzzles for our Book and Bake Sale on January 25, during
Pancake Day.

ST. MARK’S STAFF
Rhonda Dauer, Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@stmarksjonesboro.org
Dana Moses, Secretary
secretary@stmarksjonesboro.org
Joy Sanford, Organist
jandjazz@suddenlink.net
Rhonda Dauer, Music Director
music@stmarksjonesboro.org
Rose Mary Latanich, Children’s Ed. Director rosemarylatanich@gmail.com
Betty Donnell , Kinsey Barns
Nursery attendants
Tarianne King, and
Maisy Fleming

Steve Replogle, Sr.
Warden
Anita Rothgery, Jr.
Warden
Terry Barnett
Rusty Guinn
Reneilia Hampton
Tom Haynes
Jonathan Jacobs
MG Ferguson-Meyering
Yvonne Nipper
Bill Smith
Steve Thompson
Scott Troutt
David Worlow, treasurer

ST. MARK’S VESTRY
870-680-0922 stephen.replogle@gmail.com
870- 919-4713 arothgery1951@gmail.com
870-974-2842
870- 931-8492
870-215-6446
870-215-6500
870- 351-2536
870- 897-7474
870-904-3353
479-466-5636
870- 273-6467
870- 219-7011
870-932-8448

chiroinc@gmail.com
rustyguinn@cbjinc.com
reneilia@yahoo.com
twhaynes@gmail.com
jonathanericjacobs@gmail.com
intbydesign@att.net
yvonnenipper@gmail.com
bismith75@gmail.com
steve.thompson@jonesboroschools.net
scott@trouttlawfirm.com
dworlow@jonesborocpa.com

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

531 W College Ave., Jonesboro, AR 72401
(870) 932-2124
www.StMarksJonesboro.org

The Episcopal Church welcomes you!

