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THE WORD OF GOD
HYMN 120

Celebrant:
People:

 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant then continues

People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God's call to us;
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
One God and Father of all.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Celebrant and people say

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant:
Let us pray.
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed
him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all
who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and
boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives
and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
Celebrant:

THE LESSONS
FIRST LESSON A reading from Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from
God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”;
and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated
the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
Lector:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 29

Afferte Domino

 

Read in unison

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, *
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; *
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; *

the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; *
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; *
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.
9 And in the temple of the Lord *
all are crying, "Glory!"
10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; *
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.
11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; *
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.

SECOND LESSON A Reading from Acts 19:1-7
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and
came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you
receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we
have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then
were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John
baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one
who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—
altogether there were about twelve of them.
Lector:
The Word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
Mark 1:4-11
Priest: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John .
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the
thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.” In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee
and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out
of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a
dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON

The Rev. Katherine Wren

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your
commitment to Jesus Christ?
People I do.
Celebrant

Celebrant
People

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and

earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People
I believe inJesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Celebrant

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Celebrant

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People I will, with God's help.
Celebrant

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,
repent and return to the Lord?
People I will, with God's help.
Celebrant

Celebrant

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in

Christ?
People I will, with God's help.
Celebrant

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as

yourself?
People I will, with God's help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the
dignity of every human being?
People I will, with God's help.
Celebrant

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a
new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness
of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM VI
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In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Larry, our Bishop, and Brandon, our
seminarian; and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence
Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
The Celebrant concludes with a collect.

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask
only what accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or
in our blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen
And now, as our Savior has taught us we are bold to say,
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Celebrant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
The priest blesses the people, saying

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and
heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you
always. Amen.

HYMN 121

Christ, when for us you were baptized

 Caithness

DISMISSAL

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God.
Priest:

Officiant: The Rev. Katherine Wren
Musicians: Rhonda Dauer and Crystal Kachevas
Lector: Lydia Howard

Online giving is available by scanning here, using the Tithe.ly mobile app, or
going to http://give.stmarksjonesboro.org.

Greetings! From: Tom Haynes, Sr. Warden

Greetings!
I write to say that although Fr. Campbell has finished his tenure as interim Priest, I hope to
soon have news regarding his successor to share with the parish. Until then, we are working
to prepare for a heavily modified Annual Meeting this year, and we are very fortunate to have
Rev. Katherine Wren to lead our worship in the interim.
As for the Annual Meeting, we
need your help.
As you know, one of the biggest responsibilities at the Annual Meeting is the election of
new vestry members. This year, we have four members rolling off - yours truly, Terry
Barnett, MG Meyering, and Anita Rothgery - and we will need to elect four new members. If
you are interested in running, or have a nominee to submit, please submit your name or your
nominee's name, (assuming the nominee has agreed) to me or Dana Moses at the church
office, and we will ensure that you are placed on the ballot. We would like to have all names
by next Wednesday, January 13. You may email Dana at the church office:
secretary@stmarksjonesboro.org or you may write a name down and snail mail to the church
(531 W. College Ave., Jonesboro, AR 72401)
or put it in the beige lock box of the office door located to the left when you enter the building.
You will need to label your email or any envelope you drop off with : VESTRY NOMINATION.
You need to wear a mask when you enter.
Voting will be a little different this year, too. With the ongoing pandemic, Jason Alexander
in the Bishop's office has provided us with access to an online voting system that has been
developed by the diocese specifically for this purpose. Once all names are received, we will
create the ballot, circulate by email, and have a specific period of time that voting will be open
(likely one week). The plan will be to announce the new vestry members by the date of the
"Annual Meeting" on January 24, and the first vestry meeting for the new vestry will officially
be January 25. As for the Annual Meeting, we are still ironing out the mechanics of how that
will look, and we will have more information in the coming weeks. It will likely take the form
of a Zoom gathering, but be on the lookout for the finalized information.

Finally, although it has been a uniquely challenging year, I have enjoyed serving as Sr.
Warden. Thank you all for what you do for this church, and this community at large, and I
look forward to bright days ahead.
Sincerely,
Tom Haynes, Sr. Warden

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays
Ava Grace

Anniversaries

Two Saints Kitchen:  Last week: 33 meals were served- Team 10 served
ham,blackeyed peas, greens, cornbread, rolls, bananas and bakery cookies. Home Chef
meals were sent with the clients who could cook them later. Extra was given to Breaking
Bonds. A Two Saints volunteer also delivered food to a homeless family
We thank Kroger for their donations.
Please let people know that we serve lunch every Saturday at Two Saints’ Kitchen.

All Kroger Shoppers : Donating to Two Saints' Kitchen Inc. through
your Kroger App. cost you nothing! Kroger donates to an organization
of your choice, through their Community Rewards program. If you
have a Kroger card and use the app or have an account please add our
Two Saints' Kitchen to your Community Rewards Program. From the home page go to
the three lines at the upper left of the page and select Rewards and then select
Community Rewards. Type In Two Saints' Kitchen Inc . Each quarter of the year, Kroger
will send this program a donation check. This does not cost you money, and it does not
impact your Kroger Points, but it does help our program feed people who are food
insecure. Every little bit helps! Also, pass on this information to your friends and family!

Two Saints' Kitchen is still serving the community during the
pandemic: Two Saints Kitchen has had to change the way that they
serve meals on Saturdays during the pandemic, they now serve food to
go from the wrought iron gates. This has presented some challenges
and new needs for them. Richard Owens has communicated with the
church on some items that you could give and will help out. Dana has a
box set up on the coffee hour bar where you may drop off your
donation, a mask is required to enter the building.
Items for donation: bottle water, variety packs of individual chips, knife/fork/spoon
packs found in take out meals, general purpose spray cleaners, liquid dish soap,
dishwasher tabs, paper towels, extra large black trash bags, Plastic t-shirt bags,
take out containers, and two thermometers for the freezers.
Your donation will always be much appreciated! You may also make a monetary donation
to Two Saints Kitchen. Make a memo on your check or make a note if you give through
Tithe.ly . Two Saints' is honored to help provide food to so many during this time and
we are grateful to Kroger for providing food to our program. Volunteers are always
needed: email the church and we will find you a spot at Two Saints’ Kitchen! - Thank you,
Richard Owens, Two Saints’ Co- Director
Forward Day by Day devotionals for Feb. March and April . 2021 are
now available. You may pick one up from the basket on the table
immediately to the left when you enter through the double red doors. You
may leave your $1.00 donation in the basket.

Helping Neighbors:
We can always use volunteers! We open Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday,
from 10:00 am to 2:00pm. We are in need of relief people for the scales, a
card person on Thursday afternoon and runners every day as well as people
to go out to the cars and fill out the service slips . If you can volunteer text
Gary Latanich at 870-926-5476. Thank you.

FYI Prayer List and Announcements : All through these past months our own chapter
of Daughters of the King has continued to pray for St. Mark's, and for those who are on
our prayer list. If you have someone that you would like to add to our church prayer list,
you may contact Dana at secretary@stmarksjonesboro.org and she will be happy to add
your prayer request to our list. Also, if you would like to include an announcement or a
praise in the weekly announcements, you may email Dana and she will post your
announcement.
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