The Third Sunday After Epiphany

January 21, 2018

8:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Please observe silence before the service for prayer and meditation, so that all may prepare heart and
mind for worship. All mobile telephones, pagers and electronic devices with audible alarms should be
turned off prior to the service.
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Welcome to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, we are glad you are here! Please complete a Visitor
card and place it in the offering plate. St. Mark’s is a traditional church for contemporary people
and we believe that God’s love is for everyone. This is an open-minded congregation where we
actively seek, question and wonder about our faith. We also believe that we are the hands of
Christ, and mission work within our community is a vital part of what we do here.
AN OPEN TABLE
All are welcome to receive communion here. If you need a gluten-free wafer, please let the
minister know when you are at the altar rail. You are invited to come forward and kneel as you
are able to receive the bread. You may drink from the cup or take the wine by “intinction,” or
dipping the wafer into the cup. If you prefer a blessing only, cross your arms over your chest.
SUNDAY WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUR CHILDREN
Liturgy of the Word for Children is held at 10 a.m. for children ages 4 through 5th grade in our
smaller John Roberts Chapel. Children enter our Nave during the processional hymn and return
from the chapel during the Peace so that they may share the Eucharist with their families. Liturgy of
the Word for Children is a special time for these children, and they sing, pray, craft and hear the
Gospel.
Formation OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Children in kindergarten through 6thth grade meet at 6 p.m. for dinner and fellowship, then split up
by age. Classes end at 7:30 p.m. Youth in grades 7-12 meet at 5:30pm on Wednesdays.

NURSERY SERVICES
The nursery is located in the short hallway between the Narthex and the Parish Hall. Nursery is
provided for children birth through age 3 from 9 to 11:30 a.m. The friendly, two-room nursery
suite is staffed by a wonderful group of compassionate caregivers who are church members and
mothers, too!
RESTROOMS
Are located to the left of the main entrance, through the Parish Offices door.
COFFEE BAR
In between the services, enjoy a cup of coffee at our coffee bar, located in the front left corner of
the Narthex. Additional church information about our ministries and upcoming events can be
found there as well.
OUR SERVICES
Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Sundays (Nave)
Compline Service at 6:30 p.m. Sundays (John Roberts Chapel)
Healing Eucharist at 6:15 p.m. Wednesdays (John Roberts Chapel)
JOINING
If you are interested in joining St. Mark’s, please let us know on the Welcome Card.
DIGITAL BULLETINS AND WI-FI ACCESS

Digital bulletins are available; to download please visit http://stmj.us. Free Wi-Fi is available
throughout the building.

THE WORD OF GOD
All stand as the cross enters.

Priest Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
The Celebrant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Celebrant and people say

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
THE COLLECT
Priest
People
Priest

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and
proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world
may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LESSONS
FIRST LESSON

A reading from the book of Jonah 3:1-5, 10

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah
set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh
was an exceedingly large city, a three days' walk across. Jonah began to go into the
city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast,
and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. When God saw what they did,
how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity
that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 62:6-14 Read responsively.
Nonne Deo

6 For God alone my soul in silence waits; *
truly, my hope is in him.
7 He alone is my rock and my salvation, *
my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken.
8 In God is my safety and my honor; *
God is my strong rock and my refuge.
9 Put your trust in him always, O people, *
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge.
10 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, *
even those of low estate cannot be trusted.
11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath, *
all of them together.
12 Put no trust in extortion;
in robbery take no empty pride; *
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.

13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, *
that power belongs to God.
14 Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, *
for you repay everyone according to his deeds.
SECOND LESSON A reading from 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on,
let even those who have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn
as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not
rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, and those who
deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form
of this world is passing away.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL

Mark 1: 14-20

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God,
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news.” As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and
his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said
to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” And immediately they left
their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee
and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called
them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed
him.
Celebrant
The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE SERMON
THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
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the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM III
The Leader and People pray responsively
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence
CONFESSION OF SIN
The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

THE BIRTHDAY PRAYER
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your
servant N. as he begins another year. Grant that he may grow in wisdom and
grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life; through
JesusChrist our Lord. Amen.
THE PRESENTATION OF ALMS
All: All things come of thee O Lord, and of Thine Own have we given Thee.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, RITE II, PRAYER C
The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says
The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you forever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies,
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against
you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed
your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly
chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all
those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Celebrant continues
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to
be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at
the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing
wine to be consecrated.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and
gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me."
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of
thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection,as we await the day of his coming.
Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.
Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for
strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his
name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,
from generation to generation. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Our table is open to all who seek to experience God’s grace. Please come to the communion rail by the
center aisle and kneel or stand to receive the elements.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant and people
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
DISMISSAL
Priest
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Today 8:00am Holy Eucharist
10:00am Holy Eucharist
Annual Meeting Following the 10:00 am service
3:30pm Handbell Rehearsal
5:00pm EfM
6:30pm Compline
Wed

5:30pm
6:15pm
6:00pm
7:00pm

EYC
Healing Eucharist
Christian Ed
Choir Practice

Fri

6:00pm- 9:00pm

Men’s Club will meet in the Parish Hall to set up and
prepare for Pancake Day

Sat

6:30am- Noon
6:30am- Noon
10:00am

52nd Annual Pancake Day in the Parish Hall
Book and Bake Sale in the Narthex
Two Saints' Kitchen, Team # 7

SAVE THE DATE
January 26 Men’s Club will meet Fri., Jan. 26 at 6:00 @ Church
We will set up for our 52st Annual Pancake Day
January 27 Pancake Day and Bake/Book and Bake Sale
February 13 Chili Cook off at 6:00pm-8:00pm in the Parish Hall
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays
01/21 Adel Johnson
01/21 Phillip Poston
01/23 Matthew Dauer
01/23 Teresa Fuller
01/24 Kelly Welch

01/26 Gabriel Looney
01/26 Kirsten Penley
01/26 Beth Smith
01/27 Maizie Henry
01/27 Lydia Howard
01/27 Danielle Ledet

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Book and Bake Sale Bring your baked goods, books, DVDs, and games for our
ECW Book and Bake sale in the Narthex on Jan. 27. You may drop off your
donations anytime on Friday, Jan. 26. Volunteers will be ready to price your items.
Set up will be Fri., Jan. 26 in the Narthex from 3:30pm- 6:30pm. Remember to please
wrap and label all of your baked goods! Leave baked goods, books, DVDs, and games
in the empty Rector’s office. It will be unlocked. Please no food left in the Narthex.
Pancake Day The Men’s Club of St. Mark’s will host its annual Pancake Day
Breakfast on Sat., Jan. 27th, from 6:30 am to noon. We are asking you to buy or sell 10
tickets to help us with this year’s breakfast. Some people prefer to buy the tickets and
give some away to friends or family. You may return your ticket money to Al Poston
or Steve Thompson. Pancake Day is an important event that brings many visitors to
St. Mark’s. It also lets the Men’s Club do many projects for the church, such as giving
money to our youth program, purchase a new air-conditioning unit for the church and
twenty other projects this past year. With your help, this year can be the biggest
pancake breakfast we have ever had at St. Mark’s! Tickets are $6.00 each.
Kitchen Tree- Our Kitchen is in need of replenishing. Please take a tag and donate
items to our kitchen, bring your donations back with the tag and place under the tree.
Confirmation Classes The bishop will visit on Sunday, April 8, for confirmations,
receptions and reaffirmations. If you are interested in confirmation, it is necessary that
you participate in the class. However, the class is open to anyone who is seeking a
deeper understanding of the Episcopal Church and Episcopal theology, and is free for
all participants! If you are interested in participating in the class or would like more
information, please email Rev. Hannah at hannah.hooker@stmarksjonesboro.org, and
please specify whether Sunday evenings or Monday evenings are better for you. Classes
will begin in med February.
St. Mark’s of Little Rock on Saturday, Feb 10, 2018 will host a one-day Forgiveness
Retreat from 8:15am – 3:00pm. Cost is $30, which includes lunch. The Retreat is led by
Mary Dwyer of Contemplative Outreach. To register call 501-225-4203 or go to
lovesaintmarks.eventbrite.com. Our church office has brochures, just ask for more
information.
Author and Advisor on BCP Psalms to Speak in Helena St. John’s Episcopal Church
in Helena will host “Auden, The Psalms, and Me,” a program with author Chester
Johnson, on Tuesday, Jan. 23, at 5:30 p.m. Johnson is a poet, essayist, and translator
who followed W.H. Auden as the poet on the drafting committee for the 1979
translation of the Psalms included in the Book of Common Prayer. This free program
will be held at the historic Pillow Thompson House (718 Perry Street) in Helena. Wine

and cheese will be served, and Johnson will be signing copies of his book, Auden, The
Psalms, and Me. For further information please contact the Rev. Ray Brown at 870-3388115.
Parish Retreat Update We are getting closer to our retreat weekend at Camp
Mitchell, April 20-22! We will arrive beginning at 7pm Friday night, and conclude
by 11am Sunday morning. The cost for both nights and all 4 meals is $109 for adults,
$86 for kids 6-11, and $63 for children 5 and under who will sleep in their own bed. If
you plan to arrive late or leave early, please contact the office for your particular cost.
We need 12 people to confirm and pay the fee by January 27th in order to pay the
deposit and secure our weekend. Checks can be made out to St. Mark's with Parish
Retreat in the memo line. Can't wait!
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The Episcopal Church welcomes you!
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