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Welcome to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, we are glad you are here! Please complete a Welcome card
and place it in the offering plate. St. Mark’s is a traditional church for contemporary people and we
believe that God’s love is for everyone. This is an open-minded congregation where we actively seek,
question and wonder about our faith. We also believe that we are the hands of Christ, and mission work
within our community is a vital part of what we do here.
AN OPEN TABLE
All are welcome to receive communion here. If you need a gluten-free wafer, please let the minister
know when you are at the altar rail. You are invited to come forward and kneel as you are able to
receive the bread. You may drink from the cup or take the wine by “intinction,” or dipping the wafer
into the cup. If you prefer a blessing only, cross your arms over your chest.
SUNDAY WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUR CHILDREN
Children’s Chapel is held at 10 a.m. for children 4th through 5th grade in our smaller John Roberts
Chapel. Children enter our Sanctuary during the processional hymn and will return from Chapel during
the Peace so that they may share the Eucharist with their families. Children’s Chapel is a special time for
these children, and they sing, pray, craft and hear the Gospel.
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Children in kindergarten through 6th grade meet at 6 p.m. for dinner and fellowship, then split up by
age. Classes end at 7:30 p.m. Youth in grades 7-12 meet at 5:30pm on Wednesdays.
NURSERY SERVICES
The nursery is located in the short hallway between the Narthex and the Parish Hall. Nursery is
provided for children birth through age 3. Nursery hours are from 9 to 11:30 a.m. The friendly, tworoom nursery suite is staffed by a wonderful group of compassionate caregivers who are church
members and mothers, too!
RESTROOMS
Are located in the Sanctuary Foyer, through the Parish Offices door, on the right-hand side.
COFFEE BAR
In between the services, enjoy a cup of coffee at our coffee bar, located in the front left corner of the
Narthex. Additional church information about our ministries and upcoming events can be found there
as well.
OUR SERVICES
Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Sundays (Nave)
Compline Service at 6:30 p.m. Sundays (Nave)
Healing Eucharist at 6:15 p.m. Wednesdays (John Roberts Chapel)
JOINING
If you are interested in joining St. Mark’s, please let us know on the Welcome Card.
Digital bulletins are available; to download please visit http://stmj.us. Free Wi-Fi is available throughout
the building.

THE WORD OF GOD
All standing, the Celebrant says
Celebrant:
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Celebrant and people say

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
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O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of

your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.
THE LESSONS
FIRST LESSON A Reading from Exodus 17:1-7
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as
the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to
drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted
there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the
Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said
to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take
in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in
front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the
people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the
Lord among us or not?”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 78: 1-4, 12-16

Read responsively by whole verse.

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; *
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; *
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.
3 That which we have heard and known,
and what our forefathers have told us, *
we will not hide from their children.
4 We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, *
and the wonderful works he has done.

12 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, *
in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan.
13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; *
he made the waters stand up like walls.
14 He led them with a cloud by day, *
and all the night through with a glow of fire.
15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness *
and gave them drink as from the great deep.
16 He brought streams out of the cliff, *
and the waters gushed out like rivers.
SECOND LESSON A Reading from Philippians 2:1-13
If there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit,
any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to
your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in
human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient
to the point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and
gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have
always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out
your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
THE GOSPEL
Celebrant
People

Matthew 21: 23-32

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you
this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of
human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what
authority I am doing these things. What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the
first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he
changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he
answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They
said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes
are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed
him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”
Celebrant
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
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he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Confession of Sin and Absolution
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy"
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without
fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Larry, our own Bishop, for Hannah, our curate, and
Jon and Katherine, our seminarians, for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy
people of God, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that
all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends
of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations
and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For those in positions of public trust especially Donald our president, Asa, our governor,
and Harold, our mayor, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of
every person, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all
who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord,
have mercy.
For this congregation, for those who are present, and for those who are absent, that we may
be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do. For
_____________, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For

, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to
you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or
grief, but life eternal, especially _________, we pray to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and
all our life to Christ our God. To you, O Lord our God.
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
THE PEACE, GREETINGS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord
THE BIRTHDAY PRAYER
O God, our times are in your hands: Look with favor, we pray, on your
servant as he begins another year. Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and
strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE OFFERTORY
All: All things come of thee O Lord, and of Thine Own have we given Thee.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, RITE II, PRAYER B
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest
The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him,
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into
life.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to
that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Our table is open to all who seek to experience God’s grace. Please come to the communion rail by the center
aisle and kneel or stand to receive the elements
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
DISMISSAL
Priest
People

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Adam, Braden, and Ollie Simmons in
celebration of Kim Simmon’s birthday.
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Today Blessing of the Animals
8:00a Holy Eucharist
9:00a Adult Forum
10:00a Holy Eucharist
3:30p Handbell Rehearsal
5:00p EfM
6:30p Compline

Wed

Sat

5:30p
6:00p
6:15p
7:00p

EYC
Christian Formation
Healing Eucharist
Choir Rehearsal

10:00a Two Saints' Kitchen, Team # 1
SAVE THE DATE

Oct 21 Shrimp Boil
Oct 25 Fall Festival
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays
10/02 Sue McDoniel
10/03 Olivia Joy Langford
10/06 Cameo Watkins
10/07 Andy Peeler

Anniversaries
10/07 Spencer and Maggie Guinn

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Liturgical Server's Training All liturgical servers (acolytes, Eucharistic ministers,
intercessors, lectors, vergers) are encouraged to come to training/refresher session from 10 11:30am on Saturday, October 7 in the nave. For new folks, this will be a chance to run through
a service and ask questions. For experienced folks, this will be a chance to go over changes
in procedures with our clergy turnover. Can't wait to see you all there!
Spaghetti and Sexuality Many members of our St. Mark's family, both LGBT+ and
otherwise have wondered about the Episcopal Church's stance on sexuality and same-sex
marriage. While we know that our LGBT+ brothers and sisters certainly have a place at St.
Mark's, it is difficult to engage in meaningful conversation with family and friends without
knowledge of our Church's theological journey. On Sunday, October 1 at 5:00pm, we will gather
in the Parish Hall for a free spaghetti dinner and presentation/discussion about the
Episcopal Church's relationship with these issues. All are welcome!

WEEKLY REPORT
The bookkeeper is on vacation this week; consequently, we do not have an accurate
financial update.

ST. MARK’S STAFF
Rev. Hannah Hooker, Curate
Rhonda Dauer
Susan Geis, Secretary
Joy Sanford, Organist
Rhonda Dauer, Music Director
Betty Donnell, Stephanie Matthews,
Sarah Wofford, Keisha Dunavin

Erik Gilbert, Senior Warden
Deb McInturff
Perry Moses, Jr. Warden
Carol Neves, Secretary
Yvonne Nipper
Phillip Poston
Steve Replogle
Ryker Robinson
Bill Smith
Steve Thompson
Amanda Wheeler
David Worlow
Austin Zamora

hannah.hooker@stmarksjonesboro.org
bookkeeper@stmarksjonesboro.org
secretary@stmarksjonesboro.org
jandjazz@suddenlink.net
music@stmarksjonesboro.org
Nursery attendants

ST. MARK’S VESTRY
870-926-7167
erik.gilbert@gmail.com
870-270-9418
debmcinturff@gmail.com
870-351-6250
perrymoses@yahoo.com
870-919-4830
carol.neves@jonesboroschools.net
870-904-3353
yvonnenipper@gmail.com
870-926-2942
ptposton@suddenlink.net
870-680-0922
stephen.replogle@gmail.com
901-412-7411
rykerrobinson@gmail.com
479-466-5636
bismith75@gmail.com
870-273-6467
Steve.thompson@jonesboroschools.net
870-245-8073
aawheeler10@yahoo.com
870-932-8448
dworlow@jonesborocpa.com
870-926-5343
adzamora@suddenlink.net

The Episcopal Church welcomes you!
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531 W College Ave., Jonesboro, AR 72401
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