Ordinary Time, Proper 19

September 11, 2016
10 A.M. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Please observe silence before the service for prayer and meditation, so that all may prepare heart and mind
for worship. All mobile telephones, pagers and electronic devices with audible alarms should be turned off
prior to the service.

THE RT. REV. LARRY BENFIELD, BISHOP
THE REV. HANNAH HOOKER, CURATE

www.StMarksJonesboro.org

Welcome to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, we are glad you are here! Please complete a Visitor card
and place it in the offering plate. St. Mark’s is a traditional church for contemporary people and we
believe that God’s love is for everyone. This is an open-minded congregation where we actively seek,
question and wonder about our faith. We also believe that we are the hands of Christ, and mission
work within our community is a vital part of what we do here.
AN OPEN TABLE
All are welcome to receive communion here. If you need a gluten-free wafer, please let the minister
know when you are at the altar rail. You are invited to come forward and kneel as you are able to
receive the bread. You may drink from the cup or take the wine by “intinction,” or dipping the wafer
into the cup. If you prefer a blessing only, cross your arms over your chest.
SUNDAY WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUR CHILDREN
Liturgy of the Word for Children is held at 10 a.m. for children ages 3 through 5th grade in our smaller
John Roberts Chapel. Children enter our Nave during the processional hymn and return from the
chapel during the Peace so that they may share the Eucharist with their families. Liturgy of the Word
for Children is a special time for these children, and they sing, pray, craft and hear the Gospel.
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
During the school year children in kindergarten through high school meet at 6 p.m. for dinner and
fellowship, then split up by age. Classes end at 7:30 p.m.
NURSERY SERVICES
The nursery is located in the short hallway between the Narthex and the Parish Hall. Nursery is
provided for children birth through age 3 from 9 to 11:30 a.m. The friendly, two-room nursery suite is
staffed by a wonderful group of compassionate caregivers who are church members and mothers, too!
RESTROOMS
Are located to the left of the main entrance, through the Parish Offices door.
COFFEE BAR
In between the services, enjoy a cup of coffee at our coffee bar, located in the front left corner of the
Narthex. Additional church information about our ministries and upcoming events can be found
there as well.
OUR SERVICES
Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Sundays (Nave)
Compline Service at 6:30 p.m. Sundays (John Roberts Chapetl)
Healing Eucharist at 6:15 p.m. Wednesdays (John Roberts Chapel)
JOINING
If you are interested in joining St. Mark’s, please let us know on the Welcome Card.
DIGITAL BULLETINS AND WI-FI ACCESS

Digital bulletins are available; to download please visit http://stmj.us. Free Wi-Fi is available
throughout the building.

THE WORD OF GOD
Celebrant

People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

The Celebrant then continues
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Celebrant and people say

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
COLLECT
Priest
People
Priest
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy
Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
THE LESSONS
FIRST LESSON A reading from Jeremiah 4: 11-12, 22-28
At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem: A hot wind comes from me out
of the bare heights in the desert toward my poor people, not to winnow or cleanse—a
wind too strong for that. Now it is I who speak in judgment against them. “For my people
are foolish, they do not know me; they are stupid children, they have no understanding.
They are skilled in doing evil, but do not know how to do good.” I looked on the earth,
and lo, it was waste and void; and to the heavens, and they had no light. I looked on the
mountains, and lo, they were quaking, and all the hills moved to and fro. I looked, and lo,
there was no one at all, and all the birds of the air had fled. I looked, and lo, the fruitful
land was a desert, and all its cities were laid in ruins before the Lord, before his fierce
anger. For thus says the Lord: The whole land shall be a desolation; yet I will not make a
full end. Because of this the earth shall mourn, and the heavens above grow black; for I
have spoken, I have purposed; I have not relented nor will I turn back.
Lector: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 14
1 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” *
All are corrupt and commit abominable acts;
2 The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, *
to see if there is any who is wise,
if there is one who seeks after God.
3 Every one has proved faithless;
all alike have turned bad; *
there is none who does good; no, not one.
4 Have they no knowledge, all those evil doers *
who eat up my people like bread
and do not call upon the Lord?

5 See how they tremble with fear, *
because God is in the company of the righteous.
6 Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, *
but the Lord is their refuge.
†7 Oh, that Israel’s deliverance would come out of Zion! *
when the Lord restores the fortunes of his people,
Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad.
SECOND LESSON A reading from Timothy 1:12-17
I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he
judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a
blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I
had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am
the foremost. But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the
foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example
to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of the ages,
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
Lector: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL
Priest:

People:

Luke 15: 1-10

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and
eats with them.” So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep
and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the
one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and
rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to
them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who need no repentance. Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one

of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it?
When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with
me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
Priest:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SERMON

The Rev. Jason Alexander

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM VI
The Leader and People pray responsively
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who
are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the
needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For [N. our Presiding Bishop, and N. (N.) our Bishop(s); and
for] all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence

The People may add their own petitions
Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings
We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in
your eternal kingdom.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence may be kept.
Leader and People
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION
Minister and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
THE PEACE, GREETINGS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord
THE BIRTHDAY PRAYER
O God, our times are in your hands: Look with favor, we pray, on your
servant as he begins another year. Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace,
and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Online giving also available by scanning here, using the Tithe.ly mobile app,
or going to http://give.stmarksjonesboro.org.

THE PRESENTATION OF ALMS
All: All things come of thee O Lord, and of Thine Own have we given Thee.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING – EUCHARISTIC PRAYER I
The people remain standing. The Celebrant says
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and
fountain of mercy.
You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love;
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you
replenish us and call us to fullness of life.

The people stand or kneel and the Celebrant continues:
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care
that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another,
and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of
salvation for all people.
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in
Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving

himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom
and life.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said “Take, eat: This is my
Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation
this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit
and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your
daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise
your Name for ever.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN
And now, as our Savior has taught us we are bold to say,
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
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thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.
Celebrant
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith,
with thanksgiving.
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
Our table is open to all who seek to experience God’s grace. At the invitation of the ushers, please come to the
communion rail by the center aisle and kneel or stand to receive the elements.
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant

Let us pray.
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Celebrant and People
God of abundance,
You have fed us
with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us
with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one
with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth
In the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue forever
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
BLESSING
DISMISSAL
Priest: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Flowers on the altar today are given to the honor and glory of God by Bill and Ruth Keisker in celebration of
Bill’s birthday.
Season after Pentecost
The seeds of the church planted by Jesus, the disciples, and the Holy Spirit are now growing.
The Season after Pentecost is the time for Christians to learn and grow, to mature as people of
faith. This season is often called the “green season” or “growing season.” We have come full
circle: we heard about Christ’s birth, his life and death, his resurrection, and the birth of the
church inspired by the Holy Spirit. Now it’s our turn! We are that church still following God’s
lead, and God is still moving and working within us.
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Today Rally Day
11:30a Potluck Lunch
2:30p Recorder Rehearsal
3:30p Handbell Rehearsal
6:30p Compline
Wed

6:15p Evening Prayer
7:00p Choir Practice
Thurs 6:30p Men’s Club
Sat

10:00a Two Saints' Kitchen, Team # 6
SAVE THE DATE

Oct 1 Rev. Hannah’s Ordination, Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, Little Rock
Oct 2 Blessing of the Animals
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays
9/11
9/15
9/16
9/17
9/17
9/17

Kim Epps
Isabel Welch
Heather McNamee
Martye Blaylock
Jack Fowler
David Kroeter

Anniversaries
9/11 Tony & Tammy Fowler
9/17 Wes & Sue Westenrieder

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Helping Neighbors Food Pantry Thank you for $30 and 28 lbs. of food last week;
Helping Neighbors appreciates all that you do!
Christian Education Sessions will resume with an Open House this Wednesday,
September 14. Parents and students will gather in the hall at 7:00pm for light
refreshments. This will be an opportunity to welcome new students and returning
students. Contact Rose Mary (870-935-0236 or rosemarylatanich@gmail.com) for more
information.
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Last Call for Photo Selection Please, if you have not made your photo selection for the
new directory, do so now.
All photos have been uploaded to galleries at http://ajohnsonphotog.pixieset.com/
To select your photo for the directory simply find your gallery, click on the image you would
like featured, then click on "Favorite" above the photo. Alternatively, your selection may be
e-mailed to ajohnson.photog@gmail.com.
If you did not have your picture taken, you may send a photo that you have of you and your
family, and we’ll try to use it.
Kroger Community Rewards for Two Saints’ Now there’s a way to help Two Saints’
just by shopping for groceries! If you have a Kroger Plus card, simply go to
www.krogercommunityrewards.com and click on “Register.” After registering your card
number, find the Jonesboro store and enter your email address and a password. That’s it.
When you grocery shop at Kroger, just swipe your card and Two Saints’ will get the points!

WEEKLY REPORT
Weekly Budget

Year to Date

$ 3,831

$200,891

6,086

202,972

219,096

($ 2,081)

($ 18,205)

Offering 9/04/16
Needed
Shortage

($ 2,255)

Current Cash

$

1,487

Outstanding bills

($

9,840)

Year to Date
Budget, Wk 36
$200,891

Loan Balance

Attendance
Last Week

107

2016 52 Wk Av 154
2015 Average

153

$ 162,486
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ST. MARK’S STAFF
Rev. Hannah Hooker, Curate
Amber Cesare
Susan Geis, Secretary
Joy Sanford, Organist
Rhonda Dauer, Music Director
Betty Donnell, Tiya Demby,
Stephanie Matthews, Sarah Wofford

hannah.hooker@stmarksjonesboro.org
bookkeeper@stmarksjonesboro.org
secretary@stmarksjonesboro.org
jandjazz@suddenlink.net
music@stmarksjonesboro.org
Nursery attendants

ST. MARK’S VESTRY
Blake Coe, Sr. Warden
Lise Cater
Scott Darwin
Erik Gilbert
Deb McInturff
Perry Moses, Jr. Warden
Carol Neves, Secretary
Phillip Poston
Ryker Robinson
Ryan Smith
Steve Thompson
Amanda Wheeler
David Worlow

870-217-1975
870-219-6700
870-972-8354
870-930-9735
870-934-1915
870-351-6250
870-919-4830
870-9191737
901-412-7411
870-897-2366
870-273-6467
870-245-8073
870-932-8448

davidblakecoe@gmail.com
lisec58@suddenlink.net
sdarwin@suddenlink.net
egilbert@astate.edu
debmcinturff@gmail.com
perrymoses@yahoo.com
carol.neves@jonesboroschools.net
ptposton@suddenlink.net
rykerrobinson@gmail.com
ryansmith2008@gmail.com
Steve.thompson@jonesboroschools.net
aawheeler10@yahoo.com
dworlow@jonesborocpa.com
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The Episcopal Church welcomes you!

531 W College Ave., Jonesboro, AR 72401
(870) 932-2124
www.StMarksJonesboro.org
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